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IE. bones of David Burnes, his
wife, Anne, and their son
James lle in Rock Creek ceme-
: tery, This {interesting infor-
niatlon has come to the Rambler in

& letter from his frlend, W. E. H.
Merritt. Mr. Merritt says:

! IB_el'errlng' to your interesting story
In today's paper, David Burnes, his wife
and minor son are burled in Rock
Creek Church cemetery. The graves
are marked My three large and an-
cfent slals level with the ground.
One f8 marked to the memory of David
Burnes, esq., of Washington, who died
In 1800. The second ia marked with
the name of Anne Burnes, wife (or
consort) of David Burnes; dled 1807,
The third is marked with the name
of James—I think—James Burnes,
son of David Burnes, twenty years
old. I have forl'otlton the date of his

death as carved on the stone. Until
I.aaw thess three avestonea [ did
not know that David Burnes had any
child but Marcia. I take it that In
those days the death of a boy twenly
years old would not give rlge to any
special notice in the few newgpapers
then existing unless some particulnr
circumstance made the death a mat-
ter of unusual interest. As you said
some time ago, newspaper 'space wis
then devoted to other matters. It is
likely that in a few years the memory
of the dead boy passed completely
away. In the many accounts I have
read of David Burnes, his daughter
and the formatlon of the city of
W.ushington I had never heard or read
of but the one child. It was s sur-
prise to me this summer to find these
graves, and one; of them a son of
David. 1 had often wondered why no
mention was made of the resting place
of David Burnes, who of all the ‘orig-
ihal proprietors’ was most Iin notice
and so much written of."

“The records of Rock Creek ceme-
téry wiil probably show that the re-

alns of these members of the Burnes
family were remeved there from an-,
other cemetery or from two- other
céemeterles and that thls removal wan
directed- by Marcia Van Ness, The
Hambler has not come upon any facts
bearing on the funeral of David
Burnes, but in' the Natlonal Intelli-
gencer of ¥ebruary 2, 1807, there was
A" notica that Mrs. Anne Burnes,
widow of the late David Burnes, die
on Wednesday, January 28, at the
age of mixty-seven, years, and that
*on Thursday cvening her remains,
attended by a number of her reiativcs
ahd friends, wera deposited in tha
family graveyard about fivo miles
from this place." ¥
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Bome tlme ago, while pursuing the
aubject of Dgg\:ld Burnes, his daugh-
ter Marcia. and her husband, Gen.
fohn P, Van Ness, the Rambler ex-
emined the Inyentory of the household
and. personal effects of the general
raturned on April 29, 1846, by Cor-
nellue P. Van Ness, administrator,
and Benjamin Ogle Tayloe and James
Larned, appralsers aepqglnted by the
Orphans Court of th latrict of Co-
lumbla. The personal property was
appraised at $51,028,95, rom this
inventory ono may dray a picture of
the interlor fittings of the great
house which stood in the square now
occupled by the Pan-American build-
ing and il gardens, a house which
very mahy Washington people re-
member a8 a ruln, Here follows a
list of the general's wearing apparel:

Thirteen linen whirts, $28;7 eight flannel
slirts, §$8; elght cotton ehirts, $8; ten vests,
§20; six undervests, $8; eleven palrs of hose
at 12 cents per palr; one sult of clothes, $20;
soveral old sults of clothes, $10; seven palras
symmer panis, $7; ten sllk handkerchiefs, $6;
two cloaks, §20; ono surtout, $10; one gold
pencll, $10; one silver penell, $1; watel, vhaing
and seals (gold), $100; snuff bLox, $25; apecs
taclen, §5.

The furniture Is Inventoried under the
headings: Southwest chamber and
dressing - room adjoining, northwest
dressing room, housekeeper's roo{n. east
chamber, drawing room, hall, library,
parlor, wine cellar, kitchen and stable,
The David Burnes cottage, which was
torn down In 1894, is mentioned in the
Inventory as *'the old house,” The con-
tents of the drawing room are set down
as; One carpet, $60; chandelier, $75;
cabinet, eto., $100; pler tables, 3$50; one
dogen chalrs and cushions, $36; sofa and
cushions to match, $46; mahogany sofa,
$20; center table and cover, $10; piano,
$48; two marble vases, $4; two marble
vases (large), $16; two footstools, §10;
fender and andirons, $15; shovel, tongs
and marble stand, $2, In the parlor the
sppraisors found the carpet and border
worth $120; one bookcase, $85; one book-
cage (smaller), $30; one bookstand, $10;
one case and stand, $10, one center ta-
ble, $15; one chandeller, $15; one convex
mirror, $25; mantel lamp and vases, $10;
‘window curtains, rods, ete., $35; two
armchairs, $56; one dogen other chairs,
$24; fender, $5; shovel\tongs, etec., §15;
andirons, $10; cabinet case, medals, etc.,
$60; portraite of Mrs. Blount and Mr.
Middleton, $100; large and small paint-
ings and engravings, $23; music stool,
;36 lamp, $10, and ghree rocking chairs,

The contents of the wine cellar seem
to be disappeointing. Down there the
appraisera listed one bookcase, $6; two
paper cases, §5; nine demijohns, $6.75;
long table and drawers, $10; fender, $3;
seven casks sour wine, $12; forty-one
bottles of wine, $10,

On Gen. Van Ness' farm, wherever
that was, were listed .33 common
sheep, at $£1.50 each; sundry hogs, 2
mules, 3 old horses, 1 pair of working
oxen, 1 small bull, worth $10; o veur-
ling ecalves, 7 cowsa (small and thin),
$56; 2 cows with calves, $20; 8 helfers,
§18; 2 young steers, §12; wagon, ox
cart, horsge carts, plows and shovel.
The enumeration of things on the
farm is long and carefully made, but
the foregoing is interesting as show-
ing the price of live stock in the Dis-
trict, or very close to the District,
about geventy years ago.

*
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Gen, Van Ness' library, of something
more than 1,000 volumes, was nap-
praised at $664.13. The title of each
ook is given in the Inventory, and
in the sale that followed in June,
1846, this llbrary, comprising many
books that would now meem to be
griceless, or at least of very great
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price, was scattered among the homes

of the old Washington families. A
good many were houghty by the Wash-
ington booksellers of that period, but
hundreds of the books were hought
by people both because they happened
to want that particular book and be-
cause they wanted =omething as a
souvenir of Gen. Van Ness, for the
general was a popular man, not mere-
ly because he was wealthy and a
-prominent citizen, but because he had
that quality of good nature which
makes and holds friends. The return
of the administrator and appraisers
also contains a long llst of sllverware,
plated ware and the contents of the
garden and the greenhouse.

As part of the personal estate of
Gen. Van Ness ‘the administrator also
returned: ‘“Bank atock, Metropolis
Bank, nominal value $49,875, market
value §39,900; 98 shares of Washing-
ton and Rockville Turnpike Company,
$653, about one-third of par value; 60
shares of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal Company; cost $6,000, worth
about $2,400; slaves, Betty, quite old,
no value; Jullus, 26 years old, $660;
Simon, 60 years old, $100; George, 32
;"?gfla. $650, and Sally, 60 years old,

In going through the results of the
gale of (Gen., Van Ness' goods at auc-
tlon, by order -of the administrator,
on Tuesday, June 16, 1846, the Ram-
bler finds amond the purchasera and
thelr purchases the following:

George H. Davis,. three iron pots;
Mrs. Walker, two cake molds; Mrs.
Noyes, one ice cream mold; Mrs. Cox,
sixty preserve jars; A. H, Cook, seven
demijohns and contents, $1.756; Mrs.
George W, Rlggs, center table and
cover, $6.60; Mr, Masi, two pier tables,
$34; Nicholas Callan, two mantel
vases, §6; Gov, C. P. Van Ness, carpet,
$21; Mr. Hellen, one dozen wlne
glasses, $1.87; one dozen cut tumblers,
$3, and one dozen knives and forks,
$2; Lewls_ Johnson, preserve dish,
$2.21; J, M, Cutts, flsh knife, $1.25; Mrs.
Maguire, one candlestick, $4; 8. Masi,
two dozen plated nut plckers, $2;
J. W. Maury, beer mug (twelve
ounces silver), $16.20; J. C. Maguire,
Jpainting, $71.60; J. D. Brown, two en-
gravings, 40 cents; T. M. Milburn,
hall stove, $6.123;; Commodore Morris,
thermometer, $3.25; Miss Woodslde,
sick chair, $1.26; Mrs. Sweany, feather
bed (seventy-three pounds $17.62,
and Mrs. Feron, twelve sete of window
curtains, $4.20.

Among the other buyers at that sale
were: D, Rhea, Mrs. Lee, Mrs. Norman,
Mrs. H. Johnson, Mrs, Fleishman, T.
Gunton, Mr. Markoe, H, H. Holcombe,
Mr. Tait, George Poe, jr.; J. B. H,
Smith, 8. L., Cole, ¥. Markoe, Mrs,
Pritchard, Gen. Dix, W, B. Lewis, J.
C. Wilson, E. W, Johnson, R, Key-
worth, C. Alexander, E. 8. Wright,
F. A, Dickens, Miss McKnight, Mrs,
Young, Mrs. Causton, Mrs. Wallach,
T. Riggles, J. Pettibone, 8. H, Loughlin,
Mrs, Brent A, O. Cooke, B. Lancaster,
Mrs, Brent, A. O. Cooke, B. Lancaster,
Mrs. Page, Mr. Muncaster, Mr. Dum-
frey, Mr, Drury and Mr. Stmon. B.
Homans was the auctioneer and the
net sum obtalned was $2,4565.70.

*
E \
Clen. Van Ness' pew, No., 82, in St
John's Church, sold for §56, his stock
in the Bank of the Metropolis was
bought by Alexander Ray and J. E.
Dow and his Rockville turnpike stock
was sold to Benjamin Ogle Tayloe for
$653.37,
Anfong the buyers of boolks out of

the Van Ness library were: Peter
Foree, R. Greenhow, ¢, W. Cathoeart,

H. T'. Harvey, J. L. Chauncey, X
Burke, J McGinniss, 4. W. Denham,
W. M. Morrigon, J. . Norris, T. ).

Johnson, J. M, Cutts, J. 19 Dow, % 11,
Carroll, Dr. Bohrer, H. 1. Sylvestor,
', It Fendall, (i, J. Abhott, .J. M-
(iuire, . Hibbs, Mr. Carusi, M-
Duell and 8. A, Elliot.

The Rambler has sald that the David
Burnes cottage, which stood in Van
Ness Park, now the Pan-American
Square, was torn down in 1594, "That
statement is based upon the follow-
ing taken from The Star of May 21
of that year:

Davy Tturues' cotinge, which has atood the
stormis slnee 1748, s no more, It was lorn
down yesterday by order of those engnged in
Inying out the Columbia Athletic Club's new
grounds. In spite of ite apparently dilapi-
dated condition the structure required Lhe most
forcible handling to demolish, llown to the
lowest brick in the fonndatlon strong and
united efforts were required to level ﬁ It
wan allowed to stand until the lant momont
In the hope that it would not interfera with
the various Belds, but the necenslty for its
demolition became imperative. The veperators

{8
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BEFORE THIE CITY

“MRS.
ZAHN, GREAT-GRANDNIECE OF
DAVID BURNES.

of things but regret
atruction, The cottage was sltuated
In Van Ness Park, near the foot of 17th street,
the property being in the name of the helrs of
ex-Gov. Swann of Marylund.

In The Star of February 2§, 1893, the
Rambler finds tlie following in con-
nection with Van Ness Square, and
that part of the city which within
a few years has developed in a way
that seems like magle:

In a Negleeted Scctlon,—There is a gentla
wave of activity sweeping over that sectlon of
the city south of New York avenue and west
of 17th street, ’

Considerable real estate In that locality has
changed hands and other deals are in progress,
The revived interest in this section s ac-
«xounted for by somo hy the prospeet of the
terminua of the Norfolk and Western rallway
belng located there. Whe bill, as it now rends,
fixes the termluus at the K street bridge, but
it is clalmed that authorliy will also be msked
to allow the erectlon of the depot farther
south. It 1s sald that tne site selected for
the depot of  the proposed rond ls the Yan
Ness square. ~ The erectiory of the handsome
bullding by the Corcoran-Art Galley is also
mentloned as lkely to have a favorable effect
on property values, while It fs not forgotten
that the much-tnlked-of bridge across the river
at the foot of New York avenue Is one of the
posribilities of 1he future,

Altogether this section of the ecity las been
neglected for a good many years; It is now
enjoylng quite a liealthy boom, It will be of
interest to people who lamve no lden of the
value ofeproperty in that locality to kuow that
for the bulk of preperty the prices are still
below §1 per foot.

The great house which stood in
Van Ness square up to a few years
ago may have been bhuilt at about the
time of the marriage of Gen. Van
Ness and Marcia Burnes, That would
put the date of its construction near
1802, Perhaps it was erccted by Gen.
Van Ness In anticipation of the mar-
riage. The Rambler has not yvet found
any published account of the marviage
of these two interesting persons,
who were such prominent figures in
the history of the young Washington,
One might gather from the funeral
discourse on Mrs, Yan Ness by Revw,
Willlam Hawley of St, John's Epis-
copal Church that the great house
had been made ready for the recep-

SAMIAH VIRGINIA BURNES

historiral ean its de-
LI L]

tion of the newly wedded palr, IHe
snid:
“"About this time (Mareia's return

from school in Baltimore) the splen-
did dwelling on Mansion square sur-
rounded with beautiful shrubbery and
evergreens and all the wvariety of
flowers of every hue and with ever-
admired woodbine and multi-flora
creaping up its side, all throwing their
rich perfuime on the balmy atmos-
p!w:'lc'. was now prepared for the re-
ception of the family, Leaving the
cottage, which stands near this splen-
did mansion, under  whaose  humble
roof she had been born and nurtured
and passed her Infant years and
youthful days, she now took posses-
ston of her new abode.”
s
A A
Not many facts are (o be extracted
from Dr. Hawley's description of the
overgreens and woedbine, but it con-
tains the inference that the liouse was
built before and occupled Immediately
after the marriage on May 9, 1802,

that date Dbeing Marcia's twentieth

.1812. My,

WAS SURVEYED,

birthday. Rev. Mr, Hawley must have
known all the facts.

The building aof the house is ascribed
by Glenn Brown in his history of the
capital to Benjamin I{. Latrobe and
the time of ‘its building being sct as
Brown says: "While in
Washington Latrobe designed St
John's Church, which stands at the
corner of 16th and H strects, oppo-
site Lafayette Square, In 1812 he de-
signed the Van Ness mansion, one of
the notable residences of the early
days In Washington, He also designed
Brentwood, a mansion of dignity and
magnitude In the suburbs of the city
in’ 1818, and the residence of Com-
modere Decatur, which is still stand-
ing on Lafayette square, but remod-
eled out of all semblance to its orig-
inal appearance. The other residences
mentioned stlll #emaln, but in a di-
lapidated condition,

If the house was bullt from designs
by Latrobe it was probably not built
at the time of Marcia's marriage, for
Latroche was appointed architect of
the Capitol in 1803 and most likely
was not In Washington In 1802. What
follows {s from ‘“The Documentary
History of the Construction and De-
velopment of the United Stutes Cap-
itol Building and Grounds,” published
as a government document ln 1804: :

In 1803 Benjamin H. Latrobe was appolnted
by Presideht Jefferson, He continued his sery-
I(.-axlmlll 1817, with the cxception of ile
period of the last war with Great Britain, IIe
restored portlons of the building destroyed
during that war, Mr, Latrobe was born and
educated In I8 profession in Englomd., com-
l1‘1: to America in 1798, While living in
Philladelphin he designed and econstructed many
publie bulldings In that city., It is to his
genlua we owe the design and flulsh of the
Beunte chamber, now occupled by the Bupreme
Court, the old hall of representatlves and the
h:trrior of the wings of the central building.
Upon hLis reslgnation, in 1817, Clarles Bull-
:lll'l;!:_ of Boston, Mass., was appointed his sue-

As throwing some light on the per-
sonallty of DavidpBurnes, the Rambler
!:e::-a.lls that Allen C. Clark, In his

Greenleaf and Law in the Capital
City,"” makes mention of ‘Mr. Burnes,
and, turning the well-thumbed pages
of that wvaluable book, he finds that
Mr. Clark quotes Thomas P'. Wood-
ward of the Washington bar *as mar-
shallng the worthles of the old clty.”
The quotation from Mr, Woodward
follows:

“As 1 work over the too many dry
and musty records I often try to con-
jure up the personalities of the men
whose acts and deeds I am Investigat-
ing, I picture William Prout, the
staid Baltimore merchant; Ben, Stod-
dert, the revolutionary soldier: Robert
Morris, the great financier of the col-
onles; Samuel Blodgett, the lottery
man; the Youngs, ge-ntlemenafto the
manner born; David Burnes, suddenly
thrown into unfamiliar company:
James Greenleaf, the prince of schem-
ers; Thomas Law, man of the world;
George Walker, the canny Scotsman,
and all the lesser lights, clad in the
quaint costumes of the time, doing
business as real estate brokers after
the most approved methods.”

Lying before the Rambler is a copy
of Anne Hollingsworth Wharton's
"'"Soclal Life of the Karly Republie,"
and In It may be found the following
reference to Mareia Burnes, but not
many of  the facts for which the
Rambler has been searching are in it:

The years when Mr, Madison was Seeretory
of State were full of happiness fo his wife,
more 8o perhaps than her later lfe in the
White House, whileh brought with it more ecare
nnd responsibllity,  Mres,  Madison's  vounger
alater, Auna, wins with her dorlng lier early pes.
idence in Washington, bringing to hor lLoyse
the charm and varlety of interests of young
people, including the bevy of felends nJuI.b thefr
nttendant ecavaliers, Among the mapy glris
who were to be wmet at Mrs, Madison's were

Harrlet  Stoddert, Anne  Randolph  and the
lovely Marela  Burnes, the danghter of "ol
vy Tines, whose ecottage stood until re-

cently on 1Tth street uear |,

At some time later the Rambler
will take up the story of John P, Van
Ness, as he has the promise of much
matedal on that subject. At the first
president of the Bank of the Metrop-
olis, now the National Metropolitan,
(len. Van Ness was ldentified wlith
most of the important civie move-
ments of Washington from the time
of his election as president of the
banlk, on January 11, 1814, until his
death, March 7, 1846, Thoese who have
followed him as presidents of the
bank have been John W, Maury, 1846-

1865; Thomas Carbery, 1855-1864;
George Lowry, 1883-18685; John R,
Blake (first National Bank presi-

dent), 1865-1874; John W. Thompson,

1574-1807; 14, Southard Parker, 1897-1808,

and George W, White, elected January
18, 1909, and still sitting at the mahog-
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any desk. The vice presidents hnve
heen John T, Lenman, 1876; William
Thompson, 1877-1881: Henry A, Wil-
lard, 1891-1887; 8. W, Woodward, 1807-
1909, (. TL 1, Johnson, 1908 to dute,
The cashiers have been Alexander

Kerr, 1814 to 1832: George Thomas,
1832 to 1839; Richard Smith, 1819 to
1864, * Moses IKelly, 1884 1o 1874;

George Il II. White, 1875 to 1899; J
Ciales Moore, 1900 to 190%; George O,
Walson, 1808, he being succeeded by
(!, I, Jacohsen,

THE SUGAR HABIT.

FTHE growth of the sugar-eating

habit is one of the food romances
of the world. The value and the fool
use of sugiar cane have been known (o
certain races of mankind for many cen-
turies. This plant was first Introduced
into Sieily by the Arabs early in the
eighth century, the exact date as given
by some historians belng the year 703,
FFrom Sicily sugoar cane was transported
and transplanted to Africa, thence to
Spadn, and later its cultivation was be-
gun all along the coast of the Mediter-
ranean sea ns well as on the islunds and
the borders of the Indian ocenn.

During the middle ages in  ISurope
sugar was to be found for sale only in
the shops of the apotheearies, An ounce
of Lhis sweet was considersd to be o

lurge sale at one time, for {* was then,

one of the most costly things carried in

the apothecary's stock, 1t wag used to
aweeten the medicines of that dAge, most
of which were extremely bitter and the
large majority of them npuseous. No-
body thought of using sukar on the ta-
ble; besides, the hablt of drinking ten
and colfee had not been acquired in Ku-
rope. The principal table sweet was
honey. The Crusaders found extensive
sugar cane plantations {n Tripoll, Meso-
potamia, Syria, Antioch and Cyprus, and
by the fourteenth century sugar cane
was being cultivated in every part of the
known world where the soil and climate
wera propitlous.

Even under these conditions the use
of sugar was limited in a way that the
people of today would not easily under-
stand, for the United States alone uses
about 8,000,000,000 pounds a year. In
1830 the annual consumption of sugar in
the United States was slightly more
than ten pounds per person, and accord-
ing to the latest available statistics the
per capita consumption of sugar in the
Tnited States had risen to something
over ninety pounds per year.

It is a curious matter that the first
home of the gugar cane has not been
determined and, so0 far as bhotanists
know, it has never been found growing
wild. The earliest reference to sugar
which miodern men have found Is in
the snered hooks of the Mindoos.

Historlans say that the supgar cane
was Introduced by Columbus in Canto
Domingo, that it spread from that
island to Cuba and Mexico and that
the Tortuguese introduced the cane
Into Brazil, bringing it from Madeira.
Some authoritles have said that sugar
cane was introduced into Louisiana in
1761 by Jesuit priests, whe had it
brought from Santo Domingo, while
others give the date of the first plant-
ing "of sugar cane in Louisiana as
1737 and make no reference to its
having been brought in by the Jesuits,

There has been a remarkable cheap-
ening in the processes for producing
sugar. Roughly, one-half of the sugar
of the world, up to the outbrealk of
the war, was produced from cane and
the other half from beets. The cane
sugar belt reached around the worlid
on both sides of the equalor, and is
generally Included between latitude 30
degrees north amnd 30 degrees south,
The sugar beét helt lles only in the
north temperate zone, Lhe principal
heet sugar countries being the Tinited
States, Russia, Germany, FPrance and
Austria.

The United States and Spain are the
only countries which produce both
cane and beet sugar in any considera-
ble quantity, The development nf the
beet sugar Industry in the United
States has been one of the great agri-
cultural and manufacturing growths
of this country. From 1898 the beet
sugar production in the United States
increased from 50,000 tons to approxi-
mately 800,000 tons in 1915, .

Sick of Kaiserism.

GOVERNMENT official said at a
v ]
banquet in Washington:

“The Germans, before long, will be
heartily sick of kaiserism. 1f you
could take a census of the German
opinlon of kaiserism even today, I
guess 1t would he like the editors
census of matrimony. )

“An editor, thinking to please his
lady readers, sent out posteards to
the married men of the town with the
query, 'Why dld you marry?

“Phe answers he got were of the
following description:

“¥phat's what I've been trying for
twenty-three years to find ont—Job'

91 wanted a companion ef the op=-
posite sex. She's opposite, all right.
—Henry Peck!'

“'Her father
eourting was
Paterfamilas.'

“Thig is the question all my friends
keep asking me~—Patient Sufferer

Wiplease don't stir me up.—Inther
of Eleven.'"

thought eight years'
about long enongh.—

Peers and Potatoes.

Tillman abom-
wristocratie

FHE Ipte Senator
inated the Kkuaiser's
creed,

“The aristocrats’ he sald In an
interview, *were made to rule, and
the commnion people to obey—that is
the kaiser's creed. Why, the kuiser
sald one day that it was painful to
him to fight the French army hecause
officers were not aristocrats,

“A pork packer said to the kaiser
at Ifiel—but his speech had no ef-
fect

“iAristoerats, your majesty, are like
otato plants. The only good thing
Bolomnng to them is underground.'"
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